




















Page 1 “This is the story…”  Johann Jacob Holben went by “Jacob.”  Rothenbergen is a small village in the town of present-day Gründau, about 25 miles northeast of Frankfurt am Main.  Leiblos 
and Niedergründau are also villages in the town.  The Bergkirche (Hill Church) is on the hill in nearby Niedergründau.  There has been a church there since at least 1217 but the current sanctuary 
dates to 1840.  The tower is much older and was constructed in 1557 and has a sundial that Johann Jacob would have seen himself.  The birth records are held at the church office at Paul-
Gerhardt-Straße 2, 63584 Gründau, Germany, phone: +49 6051 14060.  The half-timbered buildings are the market square in Gelnhausen, just to the east of Rothenbergen. 

Page 2 “It was hard…”  The 30 Years War killed 8 million people, many of them German.  It started off as a religious war pitting Protestant against Catholic but ended up as a power play over 
which nation would control Europe.  The area of Rothenbergen lost over half its population and nearby areas lost even more.  The witch craze in Europe resulted in 40,000 to 60,000 executions.  
Elizabeth Holbe and Anna Heinrich and four other women were beheaded for witchcraft at the Lieblos townhall on 21 June 1653. 

Page 3 “Over in America…”  The first three brothers came over in 1737 (one of them, Silvester, may have been their cousin instead of a brother).  The brother who died, Johannes Holben, had a 
lot of company: the captain of their ship related that on another voyage, four ships had 425 deaths between them.  Another captain said that in 1738 there were 1,600 deaths on 15 ships.  Even so, 
Germans continued to arrive in large numbers, up to 75,000.  Not all Americans appreciated this.  Benjamin Franklin wrote in the 1750s that “Those who come hither are generally of the most 
ignorant Stupid Sort of their own Nation.”  They were unable to adapt to the local values: “Not being used to Liberty, they know not how to make a modest use of it.”  And they were endangering 
New England’s whiteness: “[T]he Spaniards, Italians, French, Russians and Swedes, are generally of what we call a swarthy Complexion; as are the Germans also, the Saxons only excepted.”  In 
short, they were not to be liberally admitted to Pennsylvania, because as Franklin argued, “Why should Pennsylvania, founded by the English, become a Colony of Aliens, who will shortly be so 
numerous as to Germanize us instead of our Anglifying them, and will never adopt our Language or Customs, any more than they can acquire our Complexion.” <https://qz.com/904933/a-history-
of-american-anti-immigrant-bias-starting-with-benjamin-franklins-hatred-of-the-germans/> 

Page 4 “Finally they landed…”  Philadelphia was the major city in the North at the time, larger than New York City.  The loyalty oath and passenger registration was something new, and a boom to 
us genealogists.  The king he swore loyalty to was George II, the father of George III who reigned during the Revolution.  The oath was taken at the State House, now called Independence Hall. 

Page 5 “Apparently many people…”  Indentured servants found it easy to melt into the general population, especially if they headed to the western frontier.  Blacks could not melt in as easily.  
Slavery was legal in both North and South at this time.  Weisenberg was surrounded by areas already settled by Europeans but the immediate vicinity was frontier because the Indians had not 
been persuaded to sell until a late date. 

Page 6 “He began cutting…”  Holbens spoke German for about the next 100 years.  Many of the old tombstones in the Weisenberg cemetery are in German.  Thomas Jefferson complained in 
1817, “In our German settlements, they preserve for a long time their own languages, habits, and principles of government.”  The Holben land was farmed continuously up until around 2005.  It has 
now reverted to woodland. 

Page 7 “”They were a hard-working family…”  Johann Jacob was made an elder in the church about a year after he settled there and was only 26.  Most Germans were Lutheran; the Reformed 
Christians were influenced by John Calvin, who was centered in Switzerland.  The Weisenberg Church started as a union church with both theologies but now is exclusively Lutheran.  The 
Reformed church has another building in a nearby village.  Holwicks were Presbyterian up to my generation, though my father and grandfather were only minimally committed.  Some dispute the 
reasons behind the rise of whiskey in America.  “Supposedly,” writes historian Andrew Barr, “it was impractical for the backwoodsmen to haul bulky consignments of grain over the mountains,” so 
they turned it into more easily transported whiskey. “This was a myth created by their descendants. There is no evidence of backwoods whiskey being sold in eastern Pennsylvania in the 
eighteenth century. . . . The backwoodsmen drank it all themselves.” https://www.history.org/Foundation/journal/Summer08/whiskey.cfm  The contents of the will is found at 
<https://wc.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=dboozer&id=I0125>. 

Page 8 “Pennsylvania could be just as dangerous…” The wolf story comes from “History of Counties of Lehigh and Carbon in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,” by Mathews and Hungerford, 
1884, page 449 in section “Weissenberg Township.”  My father, Col. W. B. Holwick, had reservations about its veracity because Germans have always loved wolf stories, as the Grimm Fairy Tales 
attest.  However, this family story goes way back in time.  The Holben log cabin no longer exists but in the 1970s we visited the homestead and an old log structure stood in ruins there; apparently 
it had been built by one of Jacob’s sons. 

Page 9 “There were also Indian attacks…”  Indian attacks were rather numerous for a sparsely settled area, up till 1764.  The attack “on the other side of Weisenberg” was in 1763 at Fort Deshler 
near Allentown, about 14 ½ miles away.  The number killed was actually 26, and perpetuated by Indians who had been abused by settlers. 
<http://www.usgwarchives.net/pa/1pa/1picts/frontierforts/ff8.html> 

Page 11 “After a while the Indians…”  Most Germans supported the American Revolution because they had no close ties to England.  However, they tended to join the local militia instead of the 
regular army because the militia service was only a few months a year and allowed them to take care of their fields.  Wendel, our ancestor, was only a private.  His brother Lorentz was a sergeant 
and gave this account of his service in 1838:  he "marched to Germantown, the British being in Philadelphia and were marching from place to place in the neighborhood but was not in any battle".  
He was called up again in 1778 and stationed in the "Whoyiming Countery in the northern part of Northampton County and then in Luzern County against the Indians".  In 1780 he was mustered 
again and "marched behind the Blew Mountain where he was stationed along the Mahoney Creek against the savage Indians".  The 3rd Company, 3rd Battalion (later the 6th Battalion) consisting 
of approximately 50 men was formed from the Weisenberg area.  Lorentz was a sergeant in the Battalion while Jacob was in the 4th Class, Theobald in the 6th Class and Wendel the 7th Class.  
<The Early History of the Johann Jacob (Holbe) Holben Family.pdf> 

Page 12 “After the war…” Jacob’s stone has deteriorated significantly in the last 40 years due to lichen.  Local historians apparently mistook Johann Jacob for his son and put a Revolutionary War 
marker around his stone.  The father would have been in his sixties at the close of the war, much too old to be a fighter.  Since his son’s grave no longer exists it is appropriate to have a marker 
here.  Holwick Coffee Grinders were manufactured by Bramwell .C. Holwick in the early 1900s; he is Weston’s first cousin, six times removed.  Daniel’s grave is in Zeigler Cemetery in Marshall, 
Illinois. 

Page 13 “Most of the Holwicks…”  This is the coolest Holwick photo we have, showing the first three Williams.  My grandfather, William Maynard Holwick, got free tickets for life to ride on the 
Illinois Central Railroad.  My parents sent me on a train from St. Louis to Chicago to visit him and grandma when I was a young boy.  I remember how old-fashioned it seemed, with lots of clickity-
clacks and swaying.  The dining car had small tables with linen and old black waiters.  Grandpa Holwick was very racist and thought blacks should be limited to certain jobs; they were never to be 
his equal.  When blacks were allowed to join his Presbyterian Church in Chicago, he left and never returned. 

Page 14 “Maynard fell in love…”  Mildred, my grandmother, was very cool.  She was very short and kind to us.  Both of them always seemed to dress and act like the 1940s never ended.  A very 
vivid memory of me is when we got a phone call when Grandpa was 65 and had a heart attack.  In those days a long distance phone call always meant something bad had happened.  He 
recovered, lost weight, and they lived the rest of their lives in Clearwater, Florida.  We kids loved to visit their condo there. 

Page 15 “My father…” His tombstone in Arlington Cemetery lists three wars but Vietnam was the only one he really saw action in.  Toward the end of his life he mentioned that he killed enemy 
soldiers by firing from the helicopter when Americans below were surrounded by Viet Cong.  Many of the guns his kids now own were recovered from a Viet Cong weapons cache in the Mekong 
Delta.  Most of his service in Vietnam was as an advisor to a South Vietnamese unit. 

Page 16 “Your grandfather…”  We moved 13 times by the time I was in high school.  I really enjoyed Germany but missed the United States.  Because of the Vietnam War, many Germans 
protested against Americans while we were there.  The pulpit photo was staged – there are few photos of me behind a pulpit, but many videos done of me while I preached. 

Page 17 “Your father…”  Daniel was a wonderful little boy.  The story of his head-banging is accurate, but the story of your mother poking hysterical girls with her bow is as grandpa remembered it 
and may not reflect actual reality. 

Page 18 “In 2014...”  We love having you two as our grandchildren (and Hunter, too).  We are enjoying watching you grow up and can’t wait to see what you both accomplish in life.  There is much 
history behind you and much still to come!

 

http://www.columbia.edu/%7Elmg21/ash3002y/earlyac99/documents/observations.html
https://qz.com/904933/a-history-of-american-anti-immigrant-bias-starting-with-benjamin-franklins-hatred-of-the-germans/
https://qz.com/904933/a-history-of-american-anti-immigrant-bias-starting-with-benjamin-franklins-hatred-of-the-germans/
https://www.history.org/Foundation/journal/Summer08/whiskey.cfm


14 Generations of Holwicks 
 
 
Hans Holbe 

Born between 1600-15, Isenburg, Hesse, Germany 
Death date unknown, Germany 

 

Hans Caspar Holbe 
Born around 1632 in Rothenbergen, Hesse, Germany 
Died 1665 in Rothenbergen, Hesse, Germany 

 

Ulrich Holbe 
Born June 14, 1676, in Rothenbergen, Hesse, Germany 
Both grandmothers beheaded on June 21, 1653, as witches 
Died 1740 in Lieblos, Hesse, Germany 

 

Johann Jacob Holben 
Born December 25, 1717, in Rothenbergen, Hesse, Germany 
Emigrated to America in 1742 
Died August 24, 1794, age 76, in Weisenberg Township, Pennsylvania 
Farmer and first American 

 

Johann Wendel Holwich 
Born January 1, 1752, in Weisenberg Township, Pennsylvania 
Died August 9, 1834, age 82, in Canton, Ohio 
Farmer, veteran of Revolutionary War (Private in Pennsylvania militia)  

 

Jonathan Holwick 
Born July 20, 1792, in Weisenberg Township, Pennsylvania 
Died November 24, 1876, age 84, in Canton, Ohio 
Farmer and merchant.  Ancestor of all Holwicks in America?  

 

Daniel Holwick 
Born March 22, 1825, in Canton, Ohio 
Died September 16, 1910, age 85, in Clark County, Illinois 
Farmer and merchant 

 

William Franklin Holwick 
Born June 13, 1852, in Stark County, Ohio 
Died April 3, 1941, age 88, in Clark County, Illinois 
Farmer and merchant 

 

William Layman Holwick 
Born November 3, 1877, in Clark County, Illinois 
Died April 24, 1938, age 60, in Edgar, Illinois 
Farmer and railroader 

 

William Maynard Holwick 
Born July 6, 1900, in Champaign, Illinois 
Died December 25, 1982, age 82, in Clearwater, Florida 
General Claim agent, Illinois Central Railroad 

 

William Bruce Holwick 
Born June 18, 1928, in Chicago, Illinois 
Died December 19, 2013, age 85, in Clearwater, Florida 
Colonel, United States Army (veteran of WWII and Vietnam)  

 

William David Holwick 
Born September 27, 1955, in Koizumi, Japan 
Living in Boothbay, Maine (2019)  
Retired Baptist minister (ABCUSA)  

 

William Daniel Holwick 
Born July 8, 1987, in Coshocton, Ohio 
Living in Dover, New Hampshire (2019)  
Emergency room registered nurse 

 

William Weston Holwick 
Born July 8, 2015, in Lakewood, Colorado 
Living in Dover, New Hampshire (2019)  
Preschool student 



 
Rev. William David Holwick 

Boothbay, Maine 

June 2019 
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